
It was at this point that the audience began to complain (but not so loudly) by 
making such comments as “oh! oh!”, “oh, my!”, “Not again!”, and “Why doesn’t 
he shut up?” The second development was what appeared to me to be a state of 
discomfort, uneasiness, restlessness on the part of Rev. King. I was in the balcony 
facing Rev. King and observed him crossing and uncrossing his legs, placing first 
one and then the other hand over his face. Unless I’m greatly mistaken, {he] 
mustered all of his resources to prevent his hag smiles from leading to open 
laughter. It was comical to me to see him “fighting” with himself and to note his 
definite relief once the prayer had ended. 

3 Mar 
1956 

Hymn- “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” 
Rev. King-We have among us tonight a number of “distinguished Guests.” * 

“I must decrease that they might increase. God i s  using Montgomery as a proving 
ground.” He will “cause democratic conditions to stand where they should 
stand.” We have now “new dignity” and “awareness.” “We are God’s children.” 
“We’re walking because we’re tired of” being suppressed “politically.” “We’re 
walking because we’re tired of” being suppressed “economically;” “we’re walk- 
ing because we’re tired of being segregated and discriminated. Freedom is the 
just claim of all men. As we walk we’re going to walk with love in our hearts. 
Somebody has to have sense enough to cut off the hate.” The “power of love” is 
very strong; “love your enimies.” The “whole armour of God” is the “weapon of 
love” and the “breastplate of righteousness.” There is “something about love 
that transforms; we’re going to keep on in the same spirit.” 

AD. PV-ARC-LNT. 

2. The guests included Owen D. Pelt, pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in Chicago, where King had 
delivered a sermon on 12 February 1956; A. Saunders, representing the United Auto Workers in Chi- 
cago; Thomas Kilgore, pastor of Friendship Baptist Church in New York; a representative of Cleveland 
ministers; Sandy F. Ray, pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church in Brooklyn; Glenn E. Smiley, national 
field secretary for the Fellowship of Reconciliation; and King, Sr. More than $12,000 was collected by 
the end of the meeting. One observer noted that “a high point in the meeting” was King, Sr.’s, pre- 
sentation. “I am no outsider,” King, Sr., reportedly said; “I have vested interest here . . . and if things 
get too hot I shall move in” (J. Harold Jones, Notes, MIA Mass Meeting at Hutchinson Street Baptist 
Church, I March 1956). Except for three reporters, Smiley was the only white person in attendance. 
He wrote in a letter to his wife that evening, “When I made my first point the house almost came 
apart. . . . You see, there are so few if any white ministers who will come out and speak at all” (Smiley 
to Helen Smiley, I March 1956). 

To Roy Wilkins 

3 March 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King explains the MIAS legal needs and asks Wilkins to clariyy whatfinancial 

M A  receive funds raised by the NAACP “in the name of our movement. ” 
assistance the MIA will receive from the NAACP He is particularly concerned that the ‘5’ 
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3 Mar Mr. Roy Wilkins 
1956 Executive Secretary 

N.A.A.C.P. 
20 West 40th Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear Mr. Wilkins: 

After consulting with Attorney Shores and his associates, our association de- 
cided to have Attorney Shores represent us in the pending case in which some go 
persons have been indicted on a so-called anti-boycott law. The fees involved are 
$100 per person. I am sure that Attorney Shores will contact you concerning the 
details. 

Before we can make final arrangements with these attorneys, however, we will 
need to know how much financial assistance will be given by the National Office 
of the N.A.A.C.P. 

It is our understanding that the National Office will lend us financial assis- 
tance. One of the problems which we are confronting in raising funds is that so 
many people are giving through mass meetings sponsored by the N.A.A.C.P. with 
the impression that the total legal expense is being defrayed by the National Of- 
fice. Since this money is being raised in the name of our movement, we are hop- 
ing that the bulk of it will come to support us in our legal struggle. With the 
coming of this court case our expenses have risen to astronomical proportions. 
Our car pool is still in operation which along with a well-staffed office will run at 
least $3,000 per week. And of course there is the present court case which will run 
approximately $10,000. And there is also the case in the federal courts which will 
be of tremendous expense. With all of these expenses it is vitally important that 
we have the support of persons and organizations over the nation. 

We will appreciate all of the support that you can possibly give and we are more 
than grateful to the National Office for the cooperation and encouragement that 
it has already given to our movement. 

With every good wish, I am 

Cordially Yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLK/ehr 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 64. 

To Archibald James Carey, Jr. 

3 March 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Responding to Carey’s 24 February inquiry, King notes that the MAS “most pressing 
need is for additionaljinances. ” On5 March Carey reported that Bishop George W 152 
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